Big Radio Set on Battleship Back
In Business After20 Years

By JIM B. SLEDD
That's a Russian trawler
<ing to another Russian off
e Cod,” Horatio Gray said
he clamped on a headset and
down yesterday before the
Navy readio receiver.
nother, stronger, signal came

Amateur radio 'hams’ working battle-
ship Massachusetts equipment are (l-r,
standing) Frank Benevedes, Cal Ellin-

7

through a3 moment later and he
identified its familiar but cryp-
tic “beep-da-bheep-heep” as the
RCA station at Chatham.

The radio set he was listening
to is one that had been standing
mute nearly 20 years. He was
in the combat information cen-

wood, Robert Howar’rh,
Fadden. Seated at the radios are Dan
Alexander (left) and Wayne Souza.

and Glenn
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er of the decommissioned hattle-

ship  Massachusetlts in  Fall
liver,

Mr, Gray and othe radio
“hams” from Iall River and

Somerset were aboard the ship
observing an annual “Communi-
cations Weekend” field day, in

which an estimated half of the
more than 300,000 licensed ama-
teur radio enthusiasts in the
United States and Canada sharp-
en their skills and renew distant
contacts tfo be bhetter able to
serve in emergencies.

* (For four days the only non-
military messages in and out of
Alaska after the Good Friday
earthquake were handled by
hams.)

For 10 days, 30 to 40 volun-
teer members of the Fall River
and Somerset Amateur Radio
Clubs worked to repair, restore
and replace the neglected com-
munications equipment aboard
the battleship for the weekend
field day. As a part of the ob-
servance, they announced they
would send, free of charge, over-
seas messages for visitors to the
ship.

Using much of there own mod-
ern equipment club members
were relaying radiograms fto
other hams tmougnout ihe coun-
try. In the stack of radiograms|
waiting for transmission yester-
day afternoon was one to a Ma-
rine sergeant in Viet Nam and
another {o an Air Force man in
Goose Bay Labrador.

Glenn Fadden president of
the Fall River club said that
the military messages will be
relayed via the Military Affili-
ate Radio Station. Off-duty mili-
tary men with official sanction
handle this ‘‘morale traffic’’ he
said.

Meanwhile other members of
the club were acting as guides
for the public 1o show them
through {he newly-opened com-
munications center on the fourth
deck which is just behind the
bridge. At their own expense
members have installed a tele-
type prinfer in one of the com-
partments to show visitors how
Navy messages were handled
during the ship’s active life.

Members were also trying to
get an old radar scope working
again,

Mr. Fadden said the club will
be on the ship until 5 p.m, today
to continue handling messages
for the public and to show visit-
ors through the communications
center of the battleship. They

hope to get enough club volun-
teers 1o make this a regular
weekend feature throughout the
summer.

The two clubs have a mem-
bership of about 60 area resi-
dents. Mr. Gray who was oper-
ating the big receiver to the de-
light of visiting voungsters was
one of the original founders of
the Fall River club which he
said was started in 1921,

“We used to be in the old Hal-
fenrelfer House then he said
“Carl Haffenrveffer was one of
our oviginal members, We were |
just kids in the eighth grade try
g to learn about this new thing
they called ‘radio” ™ he laughed I




